Introduction
The reaction was stopped by placing the tubes in an ice bath and then adding a 141 few drops of H2SO4 (25%) to decrease the pH up to 3.5-4.5. In order to assist the 142 precipitation of the formed salts, CaCO3 (40%) was added until pH increased to 6.5-7.5.
143
Then, sample was centrifuged at 7000 x g for 6 min and the supernatant was collected, 144 filtered using a 0.45 µm syringe filter (Symta, Madrid, Spain) and diluted to a final 145 volume of 10 mL with water. All assays were performed in duplicate.
147
Chromatographic determination of carbohydrates 148 Carbohydrates in reaction mixtures were analyzed by gas chromatography (GC).
149
A volume of 300 µL of supernatant was added to 0.4 mL of internal standard (IS) solution, 150 containing 0.5 mg/mL of phenyl--D-glucoside. The mixture was dried at 38-40 °C in a 151 rotatory evaporator (Büchi Labortechnik AG, Falwil, Switzerland).
152
Previous to GC analysis of carbohydrates, oximes of trimethylsilyl derivatives
153
(TMSO) must be prepared (Brobst & Lott, 1966 WP. In the monosaccharide region ( Fig.2A) , the products resulting from isomerization of 234 glucose and galactose (peaks 4, 5 and 6) to fructose and tagatose (peaks 1, 2 and 3), 235 respectively are observed. In the disaccharide region (Fig. 2B ) after 6 and 24 h of reaction, 
